The importance of the peripheral blood film in systemic amyloidosis.
A peripheral blood film reflecting hyposplenism is an important finding. Not only does it indicate the risk to the patient of fulminant sepsis requiring preventative action but it may also direct further investigations towards an underlying medical condition. The occurrence of hyposplenism in systemic amyloidosis has been described. We present three cases which demonstrate this association and highlight the value of the peripheral blood film.